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Mission

Promote business investment in the United 
States
• Geographically neutral in the United States

• Housed in the U.S. Department of Commerce; Represented by the Commercial 
Service at U.S. Embassies and Consulates around the World

• Clients: Firms and U.S. Economic Development Organizations (EDOs)

What we do for firms and EDOs:
• Facilitate Business Inquiries

• Act as Ombudsman and Advocate

• Connect Investors with State/Local EDOs
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SelectUSA Services 

• Information & Counseling
• Collect publicly available data and analysis for its due 

diligence
• Understand basic U.S. tax and legal concepts
• Navigate federal rules or regulations 
• Learn about incentives available to businesses in the 

United States
• Connect with U.S. state, city, or regional economic 

development offices
• Incorporate a business in the United States

SelectUSA works on an interagency basis to provide a firm actionable 

information and counseling and help…
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Ombudsman Assistance

SelectUSA works across the federal government on a case by case 

basis to:

Address foreign investor concerns and issues

Connect with a federal agency/ office to seek insight into a specific case 

Offer to facilitate direct communication between the relevant federal 

agency and the client, as appropriate

Identify federal regulations or processes to U.S. policy makers, that may 

negatively impact the U.S. business climate 

Investor inquiries with SelectUSA are treated as business confidential, 

and the Ombudsman function is conducted by SelectUSA headquarters.
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What incentives and
programs are there for

foreign investors?
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Federal Programs/Incentives

The Federal Interagency Investment Working Group (IIWG) was 
established to help coordinate activities across the many agencies that 
promote business investment and respond to specific issues that affect 
investment decisions. The IIWG is focused on continually improving federal 
investment programs and resources, bringing to bear the expertise and 
tools each agency has to offer.

https://www.trade.gov/selectusa-iiwg

Federal Programs Database
•Agribusiness Programs

•Aerospace Programs

•Energy Programs

•Chemical Programs

•Travel Programs

SelectUSA Investor Guide
The first-step resource for companies interested in making 
business investments in the United States.

https://www.trade.gov/selectusa-investor-guide

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2011-06-20/pdf/2011-15443.pdf
https://www.trade.gov/selectusa-iiwg
https://www.trade.gov/susa-agribusiness-fedprograms
https://www.trade.gov/susa-aerospace-fedprograms
https://www.trade.gov/susa-energy-fedprograms
https://www.trade.gov/susa-chemicals-fedprograms
https://www.trade.gov/susa-travel-fedprograms
https://www.trade.gov/selectusa-investor-guide
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Federal Support: Programs and 

Incentives

EB-5 Visa for Immigrant Investors – EB-5 is a visa preference category that is available to 
immigrants seeking to enter the United States in order to invest in a new commercial 
enterprise that will benefit the US economy and create at least 10 full-time jobs. 
https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/permanent-workers/eb-5-
immigrant-investor-program

Business Tax Credits in Renewal Communities (RCs) and Empowerment Zones (EZs) –
Special federal tax incentives exist for businesses that hire local residents, upgrade their 
equipment needs, and build or rehabilitate commercial property in specially-designated 
areas. https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/19175_TAXGUIDE2003.PDF

Renewable Energy Investment Tax Credit – This credit reduces federal income taxes for 
qualified tax-paying owners based on capital investment in renewable energy projects. 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/clean-energy-updates/2022/11/29/

https://www.uscis.gov/working-in-the-united-states/permanent-workers/eb-5-immigrant-investor-program
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/19175_TAXGUIDE2003.PDF
https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/clean-energy-updates/2022/11/29/
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State Programs/Incentives

https://selectusa.stateincentives.org
and click on any state on the map to 
visit their economic development 
website.

Each state’s website will list the state-
level programs and incentives they 
offer.

https://selectusa.stateincentives.org/
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Tax Incentives: State, Local & 

Regional EDOs



2 0 2 4  S e l e c tU S A
I n v e s tm e n t  S u m m i t

• Powerpoint Template & How to use it

• Presenter (SelectUSA)

Where should I invest?
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Finding Your Consumer Base

Private sector resources, such as www.zoomprospector.com
have searchable data and can assist with your site selection.  

http://www.zoomprospector.com/
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Stats America

Stats America provides data that will help investors 
with their site requests and strategic planning

The Innovation Index shown on this map 
measures a region’s innovation 
performance and potential.  The data 
includes both innovation inputs and outputs 
in order to measure both innovation 
capacity and innovation outcomes. 

http://www.statsamerica.org/ii2/map.aspx

http://www.statsamerica.org/ii2/map.aspx
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How much will it cost open a 
business in the USA?
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Assessing Total Business Costs

The Assess Costs Everywhere (ACE) tool
provides detailed information on 
calculating the cost of doing business

http://acetool.commerce.gov/

http://acetool.commerce.gov/
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Total Cost of Ownership 

Estimator

The Total Cost of Ownership 
(TCO) Estimator is a tool that 
enables companies to compare 
the costs and risks of 
manufacturing their product in 
the U.S. versus other countries. 

http://www.reshorenow.org/

http://www.reshorenow.org/
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Minimum Wage Laws

By clicking on the map, you can 
learn the minimum wage and 
overtime laws for each state.

http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/america.htm

http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/america.htm
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What else should I be 
concerned with?
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Choosing a Business 

Structure

We suggest that you meet with a qualified 
attorney or accountant to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of the following 
business structures, and how they relate to 
your company.

Sole Proprietorship
General Partnership
Limited Partnership
Limited Liability Company (LLC)
“C” Corporation
“S” Corporation
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Registering a New Business

The Small Business Administration 
(SBA) provides U.S. citizens and legal 
residents with resources and 
guidance necessary to register their 
business with state and federal 
agencies.

www.sba.gov

http://www.sba.gov/
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Licenses and Permits

The SBA website can also help you 
determine which licenses and 
permits are necessary for your 
business type.  License requirements 
may vary from state to state and 
business type.

http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits

http://www.sba.gov/licenses-and-permits
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Where can I go for more 
information?



2 0 2 4  S e l e c tU S A
I n v e s tm e n t  S u m m i t

• Powerpoint Template & How to use it

• Presenter (SelectUSA)

SelectUSA

The United States offers the largest consumer market 
on earth with a GDP of $21.3 trillion and 327 million 
people. Household spending is the highest in the 
world, accounting for nearly a third of global 
household consumption. At the same time, free trade 
agreements with 20 other countries provide enhanced 
access to hundreds of millions of additional consumers 
– and the United States continues to work with foreign 
partners to increase opportunities for U.S. exporters.

www.selectusa.gov

https://ustr.gov/trade-agreements/free-trade-agreements
http://www.selectusa.gov/
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The SelectUSA Investment 

Summit 

The SelectUSA Investment Summit is the highest-profile event dedicated to 
promoting foreign direct investment (FDI) in the United States. This signature 

event provides an unparalleled opportunity to bring together companies from all 
over the world, economic development organizations from every corner of the 

nation, and other parties working to facilitate business investment in the United 
States. Featuring senior government officials, C-Suite business executives, and 
other thought leaders, each summit focuses on a timely theme related to the 

U.S. investment environment, industry trends, and new opportunities.

SelectUSA's next Investment Summit will be held June 23-26, 2024, 
at National Harbor. 

https://www.selectusa.gov

https://www.selectusa.gov/
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SelectUSA Tech

The SelectUSA Tech program (June 23-26, 2024) at the SelectUSA Summit connects 
early-stage and startup companies to prospects for advancement in the U.S. market. 

Companies interested in applying to SelectUSA Tech must fit the following criteria:
• Less than 10 years old (founded on or after January 1, 2014)
• Up to $10 million in annual revenue
• Up to 40 total employees
• Developing a new technology product or service, or delivering an existing technology to 

a market in new ways
• Planning to expand to the U.S. within the next 2-3 years

https://www.selectusasummit.us/Programming/SelectUSA-Tech
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SelectUSA Tech

The SelectUSA Tech program benefits for early-stage and startup companies:

• Approved tech startups will be given a special discount to attend the full 2024 SelectUSA Summit
• Exclusive space in the SelectUSA Tech Networking Pavilion to network, share, and present your technology
• Attend SelectUSA Tech Investment Academy Sessions
• An opportunity to apply to pitch in front of a panel of judges and an audience in one of the following 

pitching session categories:
• CleanTech
• HealthTech
• Software/ICT
• Open Tech

• Utilize the networking app to set up meetings with economic development officials, accelerators, 
incubators

• Join invite-only networking opportunities
To be considered, a complete Investment Summit application, including an application to pitch, must be 
submitted by May 17, 2024.

https://www.selectusasummit.us/Programming/2024-Investment-Summit-Agenda
https://www.selectusasummit.us/Programming/2024-Investment-Summit-Agenda
https://www.selectusasummit.us/Networking
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Thank you!

Eva Bosze Eva.Bosze@trade.gov
Neil Pickett Neil.Pickett@trade.gov

mailto:Eva.Bosze@trade.gov
mailto:Neil.Pickett@trade.gov

