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Pennsylvania

as a Gateway to the USA

1) Centralized location

• Within a day’s drive of nearly 

40% of the U.S. population and 

60% of the Canadian population

• Population (13  milion) – 5th 

largest in the US

2) Strong and diversified economy

3) Low operating costs

• Ranked Lowest Cost of living in 

the Northeast U.S. – MERIC, 

2021



3

North American Population Density Pennsylvania offers easy 

access to Consumers

• Pennsylvania is in the 

middle of the most 

densely-populated part of 

North America

• Within a day’s drive (800 

km) of nearly 40% of the 

U.S. population and 60% 

of the Canadian 

population



Pennsylvania offers an easy 

access to Corporate America

• Fortune Magazine created the 

visualization of Fortune 500 

companies on the left.

• Each circle on the map 

indicates the location of 

a company HQ

• The circle's size represents 

company revenue

• Pennsylvania offers excellent 

access to the dense cluster of large 

companies in the US Northeast and 

the smaller clusters in the Midwest

• Interactive map: 

https://fortune.com/franchise-list-

page/visualize-the-fortune-500-2022/

https://fortune.com/franchise-list-page/visualize-the-fortune-500-2022/


• 18th largest economy in the 

world when compared to 

independent nations

• The size of Pennsylvania’s 

economy ($844 billion) is

larger than Switzerland ($812 

billion) and Turkey ($815 billion).

• U.S. leader in the life sciences, 

technology & innovation, 

advanced manufacturing, 

agribusiness & food processing, 

plastics, and energy

We are an Economic Powerhouse

Pennsylvania’s robust economy rivals many countries 

and offers all the amenities of such, but our business 

climate remains approachable, supportive, and personal.
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Pennsylvania is home to a thriving Life Sciences industry:

• Total annual economic impact of 

$88.5 billion

• National leader in testing and 

medical labs, medical devices, 

and pharmaceuticals

Top 5 for:

• NIH funding ($2.06 billion in 2021)

• R&D expenditures

• Drugs & pharmaceuticals 

employment

• Research, testing, and medical 

lab employment

• Bioscience-related patents and 

venture capital investment



• 80% of U.S. pharmaceutical and 

biotech companies have a 

presence

• 100+ colleges and universities, 

198 hospitals, 7 medical schools, 

4 National Cancer Institute-

designated cancer treatment 

centers, 15 major health systems

• #1 children’s hospital in the U.S.

• Leader in Biotech, Pharma, 

Medical Device, Digital Health, 

and Gene Therapy

• $10.5 billion spent annually in 

R&D

Philadelphia boasts a concentrated mass of 

universities, resources for entrepreneurs and 

innovators, easy access to other major tech 

cities and markets, and an incredibly affordable 

cost of living compared to other tech cities 

across the United States. 



• Proximity to world-renowned 

research institutions in 

robotics, cybersecurity, and AI 

research (Carnegie Mellon 

University)

• Pittsburgh Supercomputing 

Center – only advanced 

computing center in the 

Northeast and only 1 of 5 in 

the nation

• Leader in Medical Devices 

and Regenerative Medicine 

(University of Pittsburgh 

Medical Center)

Pittsburgh’s unprecedented revitalization makes it 

one of the country’s greatest innovation hubs. While 

Google, Apple, Microsoft, Facebook, and Uber all 

have a home in Pittsburgh, the startup community is 

stronger than ever.



• 8th largest manufacturing industry 

in the U.S. 

• 6th largest manufacturing labor 

force in the U.S.

• $93 Billion in economic impact

• 14,400+ manufacturing 

establishments

• 18,410 employer locations

• 561,700+ employees

• Top Manufacturing Industries

o Fabricated Metals

o Food

o Machinery

o Chemicals

o Plastics & Rubber Products

Manufacturing Industry Snapshot



• Abundant supply of low-cost 

natural gas for business 

operations

• 2nd largest producer of natural 

gas with production increases of 

more than 2,400% between 

2005-2014

• Expected to produce 40% of 

U.S. natural gas and NGL by 

2030

• 2nd largest energy producer in 

the U.S.

• 2nd in nuclear-generated 

electricity production

Pennsylvania’s abundant natural resources 

position the state for unparalleled growth in 

both energy and manufacturing



• 4th highest NIH 
funding in the U.S. 
in 2017

12

• Significant base of plastics 

manufacturers

• 2 of only 7 plastics engineering 

technology programs in the U.S.

• Home to the largest, most 

comprehensive plastics training 

lab in the U.S.

• Globally cost-competitive ethane 

and propane

• Proximity to 70% of all North 

American polyethylene consumers

• Among top industries for FDI into 

PA

With a growing downstream sector and abundant 

natural gas resources, PA’s plastics industry is 

rich in resources, know-how and opportunity



Pennsylvania’s reputable agribusiness 

industry represents more than two centuries 

of heritage and quality. 

• Leader in U.S. crop production

o #1 – Mushroom

o #2 – Butter

o #4 – Apples

o #5 – Grapes

o #6 – Milk

o #7 – Wine

• Leading producer of hardwoods in the U.S., 

accounting for 10% of total outputs.

• 3rd in organic farming 

• Food Manufacturing

o Leads the nation in food-processing 

companies, with more than 3,600 

operating across the state.

o Nearly $2 billion in exports (2020)

• $43.3 billion in manufactured food products 

sold every year. Our strongest sectors:

o Canned fruit and vegetables

o Specialty products

o Chocolate and cocoa products 

o Potato chips and pretzels



Low-Cost, High Quality of Life

Philadelphia

• Philadelphians pay nearly 3 times less 

per square meter for comparable 

office space than NY

• 7th largest number of millennials and 

#1 in millennial growth rate

Pittsburgh

• Average office rent, industrial rent, 

cost of living index, and median home 

price lower than US average

• #12 for “Best Cities for Millennials in 

America” 

Jones Lang LaSalle, Office Outlook Q1-2022



Our support to international companies

Networking with potential partners, including:

Aiding 

companies 

in setting up 

U.S. entities

Providing information 

on Pennsylvania’s 

labor, average wages, 

business tax structure, 

and more

Coordinating site 

and building 

searches with 

regional partners

Work with the 

Governor’s Action 

Team to vet projects 

for business 

assistance programs

• Suppliers

• Colleges & 
universities

• Law firms

• Accounting firms

• Banks

• Real estate 
professionals

• Construction & 
engineering firms



Thank you!

Karolina Kaptur
Authorized Investment Representatiove in the CEE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Mobile +48 785 055 202

kaptur@newpa.de

dced.pa.gov

mailto:kaptur@newpa.de
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdced.pa.gov%2Fbusiness-assistance%2Finternational%2Finvestment%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjahunt%40pa.gov%7C3d09dba4980c48ec438808db05c1a9f9%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638110101732246631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M1hOAACwKlPPljVnCnovVWnEVAswct6wSNUo4qdIvDU%3D&reserved=0

